The problem of the origin of fibroblasts in the postnatal ontogenesis of mammals.
An analysis is made of the author's data and the literature information on the origin and patterns of differentiation of the fibroblasts of connective tissue during the postnatal ontogenesis of mammals. The hypothesis of the existence of two types of collagen-producing cells (fibroblasts) - protective-trophic (short-lived population) and supporting (long-lived population) - is substantiated. Hypotheses are advanced on the biological role of these types of fibroblasts and their origin in phylogenesis.